NEWS RELEASE
April 3, 2020
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Campus Activities Board hosts Virtual Programming Week
To help students stay engaged, Morehead State University’s Campus Activities Board (CAB) is presenting a Virtual
Programming Week through April 10.
Jane Tenyer, assistant director of programming and engagement, said she and students with CAB were disappointed they had to
cancel their programs when MSU moved to online instruction and students moved off campus early due to the coronavirus
pandemic. Even though students may not be able to interact physically, the CAB thought it could come up with activities online
that could bring students together.
“They (CAB student members) decided that they wanted to continue to find ways to serve our students and deliver cultural,
entertaining and educational programming,” Tenyer said. “We believe that this is the perfect way to continue to engage our
students and give them some constructive and fun ways to take their mind off studying and especially what is going on in the
world right now.”
CAB Virtual Programming Week:








Friday, April 3: CAB does TikTok – Make a TikTok and CAB will recreate its favorites @cab_msu.
Saturday, April 4: “Parks and Recreation” Trivia, 6 p.m., WebEx
link: https://moreheadstate.webex.com/meet/atsexton.
Monday through Friday, April 6-10: Best Pet Trick Videos. Send to hccollins@moreheadstate.edu.
Tuesday, April 7: Talk About It Tuesday Stress Relief. WebEx link: https://moreheadstate.webex.com/meet/mjarnett2.
Wednesday, April 8: Sketch Contest – Draw something you love on MSU’s campus. The deadline is Wednesday, April
15. The winner will receive a gift card.
Thursday, April 9: Disney Trivia, 6:30 p.m., WebEx winner will receive a gift card. Follow CAB on Twitter
@CAB_MSU for an announcement of the WebEx link.
Friday, April 10: Give a Voice – Submit pictures/handwritten notes to highlight ways you are giving a voice to the
LGBTQ+ community.

For any questions about CAB Virtual Programming Week, contact Tenyer at j.tenyer@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-5152.
To learn more about student activities at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/activities,
email studentactivities@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2071.
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MSU names College of Education the Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education
Morehead State University has renamed the College of Education in honor of Drs. Ernst and Sara
Lane Volgenau. The new name of the college is the Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education.
MSU received a $3 million gift from the Volgenaus for the Soar to New Heights scholarship
campaign. The Volgenau Scholarship Endowment fund will be invested with the proceeds used to provide
awards to students in teacher education. There will also be an annual allocation directed to support students in
the MSUTeach Program. This program allows students to complete a Bachelor of Science degree in STEMbased fields within four years while earning teacher certification.
MSU will transition the Volgenau College to its new name this spring with a formal dedication ceremony
planned for the fall semester. Spring 2020 College of Education graduates will officially be alumni of
the Volgenau College of Education as designated on their diploma.
“It has been a wonderful experience working with Drs. Ernst and Sara Volgenau. They are true visionaries and
understand the importance of STEM education to our region,” said Jim Shaw, vice president for University
Advancement. “Their generous gift will make a tremendous impact on the lives of our students and on
education in the Commonwealth.”
The Volgenau family have been visionary leaders in the field of STEM education, business development and
philanthropy. Sara Lane Volgenau graduated from MSU in 1957 with a degree in elementary education. Ernst
graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy and later earned a Ph.D. degree in engineering at UCLA. During his
full career in the United States Air Force, Ernst worked on research and development for satellite and other
space projects. In 1978, he founded SRA International Inc., an information technology company that was listed
on the New York Stock Exchange and named to the Fortune magazine list of Best Companies to work for in
America.
“The Volgenau family has mentioned to me consistently that they believe improving education and the pipeline
of STEM teachers will help the economy of Eastern Kentucky, the Commonwealth and the entire nation,” said
MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan. “On behalf of our entire University community, we would like to thank
the Volgenau family for their generosity, vision and support of our students.”
To learn more about MSU’s Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education and its programs, call 606783-2162 or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/education.
For more information on the Volgenau Scholarship Endowment, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s

Office of Alumni Relations and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.
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MSU space systems engineering students are finalists in NASA competition
A team of five Morehead State space system engineering students and engineers from TU Delft, a university in the
Netherlands are finalists in a NASA competition.
The Revolutionary Aerospace Systems Concepts-Academic Linkage (RASC-AL) competitions fuel innovation for
aerospace systems concepts, analogs and technology prototyping by bridging gaps through university engagement. RASCAL is open to undergraduate and graduate university-level students studying fields with applications to human space
exploration including aerospace, bio-medical, electrical and mechanical engineering, life, physical, and computer
sciences.
MSU's proposal consists of a mother rover plus two daughter rovers that would survey the South Pole of the moon to
detect water in shadowed regions inside a crater. The mother rover would also be drivable by NASA astronauts that are
anticipated to land in the area later this decade.
MSU student members of the team were:






Orlando Carromero from Ceiba, Puerto Rico
Mercedes Maupin from Flatwoods
Tithi Patel from Dahod, India
Noah Patrick from Frenchburg
Kaitlynn Willison from Georgetown

Only five teams were selected for the final round, set to take place in June. That tier of the competition will consist of a
formal presentation plus a technical review paper of the rovers.
"To be selected as finalists for this NASA competition is a tremendous honor," said Shanil Virani, MSU instructor of
space science and one of the project leaders. "The selection represents the talent and ingenuity of students in our Space
Systems Engineering program. It also highlights the wonderful partnerships that we have developed around the world. TU
Delft is one of Europe's prestigious engineering schools, so it has been a privilege to collaborate with their talented
students and faculty."
To learn more about MSU's bachelor's in Space Systems Engineering, visit
www.moreheadstate.edu/study/spacesystemsengineering, email b.malphrus@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2381.
For information on MSU's master's program in Space Systems Engineering, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/msspacesystemsengineering, email phes@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2381.

Photo Caption: A team of space systems engineers from MSU and TU Delft in the Netherlands are finalists in
NASA's Revolutionary Aerospace Systems Concepts- Academic Linkage competition. Pictured above, from left

to right, are Shanil Virani, MSU instructor of space science and Star Theater director; Charles Conner, MSU
research scientist; and Space Systems Engineering Students Mercedes Maupin, Kaitlynn Willison and Noah
Patrick. Not pictured are students Orlando Carromero and Tithi Patel.
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Senior art exhibits to be held virtually
Senior students in Morehead State's Department of Art and Design will be exhibiting their artwork to the public
through virtual exhibits on Instagram.
Due to the closure of MSU to the public to combat the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19), the annual senior
exhibits, typically held in the Golding-Yang Gallery in the Claypool-Young Art Building, have been postponed
until the fall semester for those who are able to participate. However, works from the shows will be featured on
two Instagram accounts. Both exhibits will feature work in all media, including painting, graphic design,
photography, sculpture, ceramics and more.
Follow @2020msuardeseniors on Instagram to view work from the BA exhibit. Students participating are:













Madison Anderson from Paintsville
Brandon Banta from Maysville
Shelbi Basham from Salyersville
Ashley Black from Maysville
Mitchie Bray from Bayamon, Puerto Rico
Alexandra Bush from Georgetown
Cody Daugherty from Ashland
Brianne Hatfield from Prestonsburg
Randi Jo Holley from Paintsville
Taylor Lewis from Paintsville
Karlee Reynolds from Columbus, Ohio
Abbey Williams from Morehead

Follow @2020msuardeseniors on Instagram to view artwork from the BFA exhibit. Students participating are:








Lydia Clay from Taylorsville
Kira Danziger from Mason, Ohio
James Davidson from Hazard
Haley Hoskins from Ewing
Cassie Mullins from Pikeville
Taylor Ray from Irvine
Mardy Wells from Irvine

The accounts will be updated regularly with new works that are part of the exhibits. Works from both shows
can also be viewed at https://msuarde2020.wordpress.com/.
Melissa Yungbluth, director of the Golding-Yang Gallery and instructor of art and design, was inspired to hold
the exhibits online by other galleries around the world that are holding online art shows due to the threat of the
coronavirus (COVID-19). Yungbluth said the exhibition is an essential rite of passage she didn't want the
students to miss.
"Students are now losing a sense of community that comes along with exhibiting their work together," she said.
"As a gallery director, it broke my heart to think that these students who have been working so hard towards this
exhibition that was due to be installed the day we were supposed to return from Spring Break won't be getting
this celebration of making. I view exhibitions like this as a grand finale and a celebration of the hard work. Yes,
it's a part of graduating as an art student, but it's so much more special than that."
For more information on MSU's Department of Art and Design, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/art, email
arde@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2766.
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MSU mourns passing of Jane Ellington
Jane Cook Ellington, a Morehead State alumna and retiree, died Sunday, April 5, at her home in Bath County at
the age of 75.
Ellington was a 1967 graduate of Morehead State University with a degree in Vocational Education-Home
Economics. She earned her master's and doctoral degrees from the University of Kentucky. Ellington was an
associate professor at Morehead State University for more than twenty years.
She was the daughter of the late Isaac Errett and Margaret Ellen Collins Cook of Georgetown and is survived by
her husband of 50 years, William David Ellington. Other survivors include a son, Derek Thomas (Rebecca)
Ellington of Mt. Sterling; three granddaughters, Clara, Laura and Taylor Ellington of Mt. Sterling; and several
sisters, in-laws, nieces and nephews.
Ellington was treasurer and an active member of the Bethel First Christian Church; she was a member of the
Bethel Homemakers and was actively involved in the Bath County/Owingsville community. She was the
women's chair of the Bath County Farm Bureau and a board member of Christian Social Services.
A private funeral will be held with the Rev. Richard Anderson officiating. Burial will be in the Longview
Cemetery.
The family will announce the date for a celebration of life service at a later time.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you donate to Christian Social Services, 44 Coyle Street, Owingsville
KY 40360, or the Bethel Christian Church, 11051 Veterans Memorial Highway, Sharpsburg, KY 40374.
Richardson Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.
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MSU scholarship application deadline extended
Morehead State is extending the scholarship deadline to help future Eagles have additional opportunity to apply
for institutional aid.
Given the situation with COVID-19, MSU is considering applicants for scholarship
opportunities who apply after the original March 15 deadline. Please visit www.moreheadstate.edu/apply to
apply for admission and send your transcripts and test scores.
“At MSU, we believe in making our excellent academic experience affordable,” said Tim Rhodes, assistant vice
president for enrollment services. “In fact, more than 94% of our undergraduate students receive some type of
financial aid, including scholarships and student employment.”
We offer a variety of institutional, foundation-funded and departmental scholarships. Our merit-based
institutional scholarship program encourages some of the best and brightest students to become Eagles. Students
are automatically considered for institutional scholarships based on the admission application.
Last year, we awarded nearly $18 million to our students in scholarships and grants through institutional aid and
the MSU Foundation. These are made possible through generous donations of MSU donors and alumni.
Students can apply for MSU Foundation scholarships by using the online scholarship application. If MSU has
already awarded you a scholarship, use the scholarship acceptance form to accept.
To learn more about scholarships at MSU – including in-state, out-of-state and transfer scholarships –
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/scholarships or contact Enrollment
Services at admissions@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-2000.
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April 10, 2020
Morehead, KY –
Morehead State announces “Commitment to the Commonwealth”
Morehead State University has always been committed to our region and the Commonwealth.
Nearly 85% of the students we serve are Kentuckians and many of our alumni have stayed to
work and live in Kentucky. We are demonstrating our commitment to the Commonwealth with
several initiatives that will help families during this unprecedented time.
MSU commits to:





No increases to tuition or fees for the next academic year;
No requirements for standardized test scores for general admission for the fall 2020
semester;
Offer online summer courses and fall courses in a variety of formats; and
Reduce graduate tuition nearly $200 per credit hour for courses in the Volgenau College
of Education as a commitment to our teachers in the Commonwealth for the next five
years. More information is available at www.moreheadstate.edu/kyeducators.

"Morehead State University takes great pride in its more than 130-year history of serving our region,
the Commonwealth, and beyond,” said MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan. “We recognize that these
times are unprecedented and challenging for all of us, and we remain steadfast in our commitment
to providing affordable access to high quality academic programs.”

Morehead State is a comprehensive, residential University and is one of the most affordable
and safest campuses in the Commonwealth. MSU has been ranked by U.S. News & World
Report as one of the best public regional universities in the South for 16 consecutive years.
To learn more about MSU’s Commitment to the Commonwealth, visit
www.moreheadstate.edu/commitment.

###
Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate
programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an emphasis on regional engagement. MSU aspires to be the best
public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic excellence; and
rankings, reputation and regional responsiveness.
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution.
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MSU offers tuition discount for Kentucky educators
Beginning May 9, 2020, and for the next five years, MSU will be discounting graduate tuition on all 600-level
courses within the Volgenau College of Education. The rate for the next five years will be the same as the
University’s undergraduate tuition rate, which is currently $374 per credit hour.
MSU offers easy admission and transfer of credit to MSU, as well as online courses and programs for ease of
completion.
"As part of our Commitment to the Commonwealth, MSU is proud to honor Kentucky’s educators for their
service,” said MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan. “We recognize that these times are unprecedented and
challenging for all of us, and we remain steadfast in our commitment to providing affordable access to high
quality academic programs. MSU has a long, proud history of educating teachers. We were founded as
Morehead Normal School and later became Morehead Teachers College before earning university status. We
are educators, and we celebrate educators at all levels.”
For more details on the reduced tuition, as well as information on graduate and certification programs offered
by the Volgenau College of Education, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/kyeducators.
To learn more about MSU’s Commitment to the Commonwealth, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/commitment.

###
Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an emphasis on regional engagement.
MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic excellence; and rankings, reputation and regional responsiveness.
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution.

NEWS RELEASE
April 13, 2020
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.‐‐‐

Amanda Bogen kept cruise ship passengers' spirits lifted during coronavirus outbreak
Amanda Bogen (15) knows how to be a cheerleader. It’s the reason why she came to Morehead State from
Richland, Washington, to join the championship-level MSU All-Girl Cheerleading Team in 2011 before earning
a Bachelor of Business Administration degree in management in 2015.
However, Bogen, 27, recently found herself tasked with lifting the spirits during a coronavirus outbreak aboard
her ship and a global health pandemic.
Bogen is currently aboard Holland America Line’s Zaandam cruise ship serving as the assistant cruise director.
This is her second four-month contract with the boat after being aboard during the summer and fall of 2019.
When she boarded the ship in January, she was the person responsible for organizing and leading the
entertainment activities for the 1,243 guests onboard as the Zaandam was traveling to South America.
On March 22, after an increased number of people on board started coming down with flu-like symptoms, the
captain made an urgent announcement ordering the ship’s guests and roughly 586 crew members to all go to
their cabins and await further instructions. As a safety precaution during the COVID-19 pandemic, passengers
were quarantined in their staterooms for 14 days.
“Everything on board is always just so much more extreme,” Bogen said. “Everything is so much smaller and
tighter, so everything that everyone is experiencing at home, it’s so much heavier here.”
By March 27, the ship had two confirmed cases of COVID-19, with a reported 53 guests and 85 crew members
experiencing flu-like symptoms. To make matters worse, as early as March 7, the ship was traveling from port

to port in South America and repeatedly turned away due to the coronavirus pandemic. Bogen said they were
denied entry by 11 countries.
“It became a humanitarian crisis. We couldn’t get our passengers off the ship to go home,” Bogen said. “Some
of them were terrified. Some of them called guest services, like, sobbing. Scared for their lives.”
The Zaandam was later forced to link up with its sister ship, Rotterdam, through the Panama Canal so it could
stock up on supplies and transfer healthy guests.
While the Zaandam was a ship without a home full of tense and panicked passengers, Bogen still had a job to
do.
“I think I knew from the beginning from that announcement, I was like, what can I do to help?” she said. “I can
work. I can make a difference. What can I do?”
Passengers may have been forced to stay in their rooms, but Bogen knew they could still be entertained. In
addition to responding to phone calls and making an extra effort to meet guests’ needs safely, she brainstormed
and came up with 60 different activities ranging from fitness activities and game shows to coming up with
themed trivia nights with some assistance from her father, Greg. If passengers wanted to see Bogen working on
the Zaandam from their rooms, all they had to do was turn their TVs to channel 26, the ship’s television station,
where Bogen was hosting five 30-minute programs a day.
“I really think I got creative and made it fun,” Bogen said with pride. “I think being cheerful and just giving
them something to do helped.”
The Zaandam, along with the Rotterdam, eventually docked on April 2 in Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. Fourteen of the passengers in the most critical condition were taken to area hospitals. Healthy
passengers either returned to their Florida homes or were flown home on chartered flights. The two ships
offloaded a total of more than 1,200 passengers. By that time, four people on the Zaandam had died, including
two from complications from COVID-19. An additional 90 guests and 143 of the ship’s crew reported
respiratory symptoms as of March 22.

While some American crew members were allowed to deboard, Bogen was one of the crew members who were
forced to remain onboard the Zaandam with no set date as to when she can return home. Since Bogen is one of
the few crew members who wasn’t forced to isolate, the crew of the Zaandam was preparing to undergo a 14day quarantine in their cabins as of this interview. Bogen was already mentally preparing herself.
“It was easy to be strong when I was busy and have a purpose,” she said. “I’ll find a schedule to make it go fast.
I know it will be OK. It’s just not ideal.”
Bogen said she is holding firm to her faith as she awaits what comes next. When she reflects, she is blown away
by the determination of fellow crew members and the strength of guests that endured this terrible and testing set
of circumstances. She knows when she gets back home, she will take her experience at sea and figure out a way
to use it wherever she goes.
“I think I’ve learned the importance of helping people,” she said. “I’ve been given so much like my health and
my youth, and when I was asked to step up to help, there’s people that need people. When I get home, I think
I’m going to look for ways to help, too.”
Photo: Amanda Bogen is the assistant cruise director Holland America Line’s Zaandam cruise ship. She was
aboard while the ship experienced a coronavirus outbreak.
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MSU Farm to hold annual spring plant sale following CDC guidelines
Morehead State’s Derrickson Agricultural Complex, also known as the University Farm, will hold its annual flower and
vegetable plant sale April 25-26, May 1-3 and May 9-10 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
In light of the ongoing threat of coronavirus (COVID-19), those who plan to come to the plant sale are encouraged to
schedule an appointment so the number of people in the greenhouse can be controlled to comply with social distancing
guidelines. Appointments can be made at https://bit.ly/2K2aeO0.
Curbside assistance will also be available for those who can’t schedule a time. Customers will park their vehicles near the
greenhouse, and an employee will show them a book of all the flowers and vegetables with pictures and descriptions.
Customers will tell the employee what plants they want and how many, employees will fill the order, accept payment and
load purchases into customers’ vehicles. Cash and check are the only forms of payment that will be taken.
Zach Clymer, MSU horticulture, fruit and orchard specialist who oversees the plant sale, said the plant sale is the
horticulture program’s biggest fundraiser of the year and helps fund other projects throughout the year, such as summer
blueberry and blackberry sales, beekeeping and honey production, and operations at Browning Orchard.
“It’s important for the public to come to the plant sale because the funds made from this sale support our other endeavors
at the greenhouses,” Clymer said. “We also provide a quality plant at an affordable price, and the variety of plants we
grow is difficult to find at big box stores.”
Annual flowers, heirloom vegetable plants, herbs and hanging baskets of ferns, flowers and tomatoes will be available,
including 30 varieties of tomatoes, 15 varieties of peppers and 30 varieties of flowers.
For more information about the plant sale, contact Clymer at zoclymer@moreheadstate.edu or call 859-242-6838.
For information about programs in MSU’s Department of Agricultural Sciences,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/agriculture, email agsi@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2662.
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Campus Activities Board continues virtual programming this week
Morehead State University’s Campus Activities Board (CAB) is continuing to present virtual
programming for Eagle students through April 18.

CAB virtual programs include:









Monday, April 13: Eagles Care from Home – Spread positivity and love beyond your homes. Call
your grandparents to tell them how much they mean to you, send messages to friends and family,
or donate a gift card to Eagle Essentials for MSU students in need. Make a difference while
remaining #HealthyAtHome. Post to @CAB_MSU on Twitter with the hashtag
#EaglesCareFromHome.
Tuesday, April 14: “Talk About It Tuesday” Stress Relief – We will post a video featuring
Makayla Arnett, CAB’s coordinator of education, talking about the importance of stress
management with resources to help you cope. To help you maintain both mental and physical
health, we are launching an at-home workout competition. After you finish a 30-minute exercise,
send a sweaty selfie or picture of your exercise tracker (FitBit or Apple Watch) to be entered to
win a gift card. Send your photos to mjarnett2@moreheadstate.edu by April 18.
Wednesday, April 15: CAB Championship – Vote for your favorite CAB events from this past
year. Let us know which activities you enjoyed and what you would like to see again.
Thursday, April 16: Take advantage of these three virtual outlets to enjoy while at home.
o LIFE magazine visually chronicled every major triumph and upheaval in the 20th century
through photographs and more and is available to peruse online at Life.com.
o Google Art Camera lets you magnify the details of famous paintings to an astonishing
degree.
o Google Treks allows you to travel through some of the world’s most spectacular and
remote regions without leaving your couch.
Friday, April 17: MSU’s Funniest Videos – Submit your funniest videos
to dlbirkes@moreheadstate.edu. CAB will post the Top 3 on April 24.
For any questions about CAB virtual programming events, contact Jane Tenyer, assistant director
of programming and engagement, at j.tenyer@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-5152.

To learn more about student activities at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cab,
email cab@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2071.

NEWS RELEASE
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MSPR students and staff win Associated Press Awards
Students and staff from Morehead State Public Radio, 90.3 FM, WMKY, took home a total of 15 awards from
the Kentucky Press Association Broadcasters (KAPB) competition.
The KAPB college competition is designed to recognize Kentucky student broadcasters for outstanding
performance in college broadcast journalism. The contest is open to any college in Kentucky. Entries must have
been broadcast in calendar year 2019. Students who won awards were:








Licia Henneberg of Morehead, first place for Best Feature Story.
Ty Martin from Morehead, first place for Best Sports Coverage.
Nacogdoches Miller from Morehead, first place for Best radio reporter, first place for Best Newscast,
second place for Best Sports Coverage and third place Best News Story.
Sha'Maurie Moseley from Uniontown, Pennsylvania, third place for Best Sports Coverage.
Logan Pemberton from Paintsville, third place for Best Public Affairs Story.
Kennealy Roberts from Morehead, second place for Best News Story and second place for Best Radio
Reporter.
Kenzie Thompson from Vanceburg, first place for Best Newscast.

An MSU student journalist was awarded an Associated Press scholarship. Makayla Holder, a convergent media
student from Centralia, Illinois, received the 2020 Tom Peterson Memorial Scholarship. Established by
Peterson's family to honor his life and work, the scholarship provides $1,000 to a deserving Kentucky college
student pursuing a career in communications or journalism. Holder is a staff writer for MSU's student
newspaper, The Trail Blazer.
Winners in the professional category were:




WMKY News Director Leeann Akers, first place for Best Long Newscast, third place for Best Long
Public Affairs Story and third place for Best Sports Reporting.
Tanner Boyd from Morehead, first place for Best Sports Reporting and third place for Best Short
Newscast.
Chas Jenkins from Morehead, first place for Best Long Newscast.

"Our student reporters are learning the journalism craft in a professional newsroom environment, which is an
experience no other school in Kentucky is offering," said Akers, news director at WMKY. "WMKY works hard
to provide the region with quality news and entertainment program that is locally relevant and a reflection of the
communities we serve. The AP Awards are a yearly celebration of that work and a testament to the ethics we
are teaching our student reporters."
To learn more about WMKY, visit www.wmky.org.
For information about communication programs at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cml, email
cml@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2134.
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Board of Regents to hold virtual meeting
The Morehead State University Board of Regents will hold a special called board meeting on Thursday, April
16. The special called meeting will consist of an Audit Committee meeting at 9:45 a.m. and a quarterly meeting
at 10 a.m.
For the purposes of social distancing related to our national health concerns, and for this special occasion, the
special called meeting will be conducted via WebEx video and audio teleconference technology. To view the
meetings, visit https://bit.ly/3bWIg1V. The special called meeting will comply with all requirements of the
Kentucky Open Meetings Act and other statutes, as well as guidance provided by the governor and attorney
general.
During the Audit Committee meeting, regents will vote to reapprove the use of the University’s auditing firm
and the audit price. They will also vote to approve the minimum scope of the audit for the current fiscal year,
which ends June 30.
During the quarterly meeting, the board will:








Vote to approve the actions of the Audit Committee.
Ratify personnel actions.
Approve policy revisions.
Approve Faculty Promotions and Tenure.
Approve a College of Education graduate tuition adjustment.
Approve the 2020-24 University Technology Plan.
Approve the modified pass/fail policy.

For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/bor.
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MSU earns national ranking for Master of Arts in Sociology program
Morehead State University’s Master of Arts in Sociology earned a spot in a recent ranking of the five Best
Online Master’s in Social Sciences programs in the country from Online Schools Report
(OnlineSchoolsReport.com). It was the only Kentucky higher education institution to make the list.
For the complete list of rankings, visit www.onlineschoolsreport.com/best-online-masters-in-social-sciences.
“We are honored to be recognized for our versatile MA in Sociology, a degree that appeals to recent graduates
as well as hardworking adults in many professional fields,” said Dr. Dianna Murphy, associate dean for the
School of Humanities and Social Sciences. “An early initiator of online graduate education, we are proud to
extend the benefits of a graduate degree to those with full-time jobs. With tracks in general sociology, chemical
dependency and criminology, our master’s program offers students online flexibility, academic rigor and
specialized training for career development.”
Online Schools Report (OSR) aims to provide students with simple, practical and accurate information about
every online program available. OSR’s rankings allow site visitors to find the best online programs, along with
tips, guides and news in online education.
OSR uses six data points to rank its programs – three school-wide and three program-specific. For school-wide
rankings, OSR uses student satisfaction, admission rates and the number of programs the school offers online.
For program-specific rankings, OSR checks the median debt of graduates from that program, how many degrees
are offered within that program’s umbrella department, and what percentage of students at that school graduated
from that department.
The Master of Arts (MA) in Sociology at MSU allows for concentration in four areas: general sociology,
criminology, chemical dependency and interdisciplinary social sciences. All concentrations require basic
courses in theory and research methods and provide students with broad critical and analytical skills that can be
applied on individual, organizational and societal levels. Onlinemasters.com recognizes the program as one of
the top 10 online sociology programs in the nation.
For more information on MSU’s Master of Arts in Sociology, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/masociology or contact the Department of Sociology, Social Work and Criminology at 606-783-2108 or email
Dr. Suzanne Tallichet, program coordinator, at s.tallic@moreheadstate.edu.

As part of MSU’s Commitment to the Commonwealth, we have announced there will be no increases to tuition
or fees for the next academic year. To learn more, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/commitment.
To learn more about Morehead State’s online degree programs, go to www.moreheadstate.edu/online.
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MSU Theatre production ‘In the Next Room’ to be presented online this month
While Morehead State University canceled all public performances by the School of Creative Arts, MSU Theatre students
have come together to present its latest production in an unconventional way.
MSU Theatre’s production of “In the Next Room, or The Vibrator Play” will be presented as a free performance online
via the WebEx and Zoom video conferencing apps. The first performance will be offered for MSU students and faculty on
WebEx at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 23. A performance for friends, family and the public will be offered on Zoom at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, April 24.
“In the Next Room, or The Vibrator Play” centers around a young doctor in the late 1800s who is obsessed with the
marvels of technology. His wife eavesdrops in the next room while her husband uses innovative and provocative
treatments on his female patients that leads to satisfied patients and recurring appointments.
Becky Earehart, a senior from Tollesboro and the play’s student director, said she was honored to be one of the MSU
Theatre’s student directors for 2020 and was directing the play as part of her senior capstone project. She started to hear
rumors the week before MSU’s spring break that students might not be coming back for two weeks after the break. She
sped up the process and finished the stage blocking for the show before students left for spring break. However, in the
following weeks, the University made the decision to move to online instruction and close to the public for the rest of the
spring semester to mitigate the risk of the novel coronavirus.
“I was devastated when I heard that MSU would be going online for the rest of the semester. Of course, I was glad we
were taking the necessary precautions and stopping the spread of the virus, but this was my senior year and now, it was
just sort of fizzling to an end,” she said.
Earehart said she thought about canceling the show but when she thought about how much work her fellow cast and crew
members put in and how much they were able to achieve in a short time, she decided the show must go on with a
decidedly different approach.
“A switch flipped. Instead of being sad about what couldn’t be, our team needed to move forward, be inventive and create
a new way to showcase this story and our actors’ amazing ability to tell it,” she said.
Earehart began researching ways to keep as much of the original design as possible in an online format. She discovered
Paper Theatre, which was popular in the 1880s and was also around during the period when the play was set. Set
designer and Earehart’s roommate Caleb Lunsford, a senior from Harrodsburg, worked with her to make a paper set that
resembles the original set, along with paper representations of the characters that have costumes like the originals
designed by costume shop supervisor Becky Scott.

“Creating a paper theatre is very similar to creating a model box for your scenic designs, and an opportunity to create
something artistically awesome,” Lunsford said, who also plays Leo Irving in the production. “As an actor, I realized we
were doing something so unique, as well as intimate. So, in other words, it was an awesome chance to grow. As a
thespian, and representative of MSU's department, I realized we could all create an innovative, unique and individual
experience that may be new to so many.”
Also, stage manager Atlanta Boggs, a senior from Argillite, will move the characters on and off stage and put them in
their approximate locations. The production will also be utilizing the original sound design Haleigh Maines, a junior from
Mt. Sterling.
Earehart said they are currently in Zoom rehearsals and they are going exceptionally well.
If you have questions about how to view this show, the steps needed to participate or any other concerns, please email us
at inthenextroommsu@gmail.com.
To learn more about MSU theatrical productions and the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/mtd, email mtd@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2473.
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MSU mourns the loss of retiree Claude Meade
Morehead State retiree Claude Edward Meade of Morehead died Monday, April 13, at St. Claire HealthCare at the age of
80.
Born October 9, 1939, in Floyd County, he was the son of the late William Madison and Pearl Spivey Meade. Meade
joined the U.S. Army in 1957 and served in active duty for ten years, serving two tours of duty in Vietnam and earning the
rank of command sergeant major. He received his bachelor's degree in 1970 and his master's degree in 1974, both from
MSU. While he was a student, Meade founded the MSU Student Veterans Club and was the cadet commander and a
founding member of MSU's Army ROTC program. He retired from MSU in 1993 as director of circulation at the
Camden-Carroll Library.
He was a founding member of the Rowan County Veterans Foundation serving on the Veterans Wall and Veterans Park
Committees. In addition to his service on committees and boards, Meade was instrumental in establishing the Veterans
Affairs (VA) clinic in Morehead and spent many hours assisting local veterans by driving them to their VA appointments
and helping them with claims. In 2014, Meade was inducted into the Kentucky Veterans Hall of Fame as a member of the
inaugural class. He was a member of the Phelps Masonic Lodge, Morehead Shrine Club and El Hasa Shrine Temple in
Ashland.
Meade is survived by his wife of 52 years, Roberta Moore Meade; one daughter, Shawn Meade (John) Justice of
Morehead; one son, Claude Wesley (Kim) Meade of Port Charlotte, Florida; one granddaughter, Brittney Justice
(Matthew) Smith of Cincinnati, Ohio; three grandsons, Madison (Cameron) Justice of Morehead and Zach and Zane
Meade of Port Charlotte, Florida; one great-granddaughter, Ella Blue Smith; and one sister, Gertrude Chateauvert of
Taylor, Michigan.
A private family graveside service and burial will be held at Ditney Cemetery on Thursday, April 16, 2020, with Rev.
Charles Moore officiating. A Celebration of Life with military honors will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Shriners Hospitals for Children Medical Center, Office of Philanthropy,
110 Conn Terrace, Lexington, KY 40508 or the Corbie Ellington Post 126 American Legion, P. O. Box 58, Morehead,
KY 40351.
Northcutt & Son Home for Funerals is caring for arrangements.
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MSU RSVP to hold ‘Fraud Friday’ webinars
Morehead State's Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) is launching a series of weekly webinars to help protect
seniors against different types of fraud.
The webinars, called "Fraud Fridays," will feature different guest speakers discussing various frauds and scams that target the
elderly.
Helisha Tuerk is the senior corps program coordinator for Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) and the Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program. She says the program is part of SMP's efforts to educate and empower seniors through outreach to help them prevent,
detect and report healthcare fraud, errors, and abuse.
Each webinar will feature a guest speaker and will be followed by a question and answer session.
"SMPs work at the grassroots level with the people directly affected by Medicare fraud, errors, and abuse," Tuerk said. "During
this time of dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, it is crucial that the SMP program continues its efforts. We want to foster a
strong partnership with our local interagencies and keep our senior citizens engaged through social media platforms and keep
them up-to-date with current events and issues relevant to their circumstances during this pandemic. Some feedback I've
received from seniors is that these webinars provide them with an opportunity to talk with many people and have made them
much more comfortable with using social media platforms."
The first webinar will be Friday, April 17, and will feature Kevin Trent from St. Claire Medical Supply, who will discuss access
and coverage for durable medical equipment (DME). The webinar begins at 11 a.m. To view the webinar, register by
emailing h.tuerk@moreheadstate.edu. Those who wish to participate by phone may do so by calling 1-415-655-0003. The
webinar access code is 475 367 629.
On Friday, April 24, Hunter Williamson from Legal Aid of the Bluegrass will speak about the top 10 financial scams involving
seniors. The webinar begins at 11 a.m.
RSVP is working with the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) to arrange for a speaker in May to discuss
Medicare coverage and protections.
To register for future webinars, email Tuerk at h.tuerk@moreheadstate.edu.
For more information about RSVP, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/rsvp, email h.tuerk@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-7835124.
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Board of Regents holds special meeting
The Morehead State University Board of Regents held a special called board meeting on Thursday, April 16.
The meeting consisted of an Audit Committee meeting at 9:45 a.m. and a quarterly meeting at 10 a.m.
During the Audit Committee meeting, regents voted to reapprove the use of the University’s auditing firm and
audit price and approved the minimum scope of the audit for the current fiscal year, which ends June 30. During
the quarterly meeting, the board voted to approve the actions of the Audit Committee.
Also as part of the full board meeting, the regents ratified personnel actions; approved policy revisions and
Faculty Promotions and Tenure; voted on approval of a graduate tuition adjustment in the Volgenau College of
Education; affirmed the 2020-24 University Technology Plan; and approved the modified pass/fail policy. The
board also approved the second quarter financial report and the amended operating budget.
For social distancing related to our national health concerns, and for this special occasion, the special called
meeting was conducted via WebEx video and audio teleconference. The special called meeting complied with
all requirements of the Kentucky Open Meetings Act and other statutes, as well as guidance provided by the
governor and attorney general.
For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/bor.
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Soaring from home: MSU SOAR sessions moved online
In recognition of these challenging times and to keep all our future Eagles safe, MSU is changing all on-campus Student
Orientation, Advising and Registration (SOAR) sessions to an online format.
MSU held its first two online SOAR sessions last week.
“Our first online SOAR sessions were very successful,” said Russ Mast, vice president for student affairs. “We were able assist
students with several questions related to class schedules, financial aid, meal plans, parking permits and living on campus. MSU
will continue to be flexible and work to accommodate student needs during these unusual times. We look forward to having our
new students join the Eagle family in the fall.”
The SOAR online experience includes:





Pre-recorded videos to watch the week of the scheduled online SOAR session.
A virtual campus tour.
Live Q & A on Facebook Live.
A brief quiz on content from the videos.

Fall class schedules will be released for participants on Friday of the scheduled online SOAR week.
Future online SOAR sessions will take place during the following weeks:






May 18-22, attend Facebook Live at 1 p.m. May 19 or 20.
June 1-5, attend Facebook Live at 1 p.m. June 4 or 5.
June 22-26, attend Facebook Live at 1 p.m. June 23.
Wednesday, July 8, MSU at Mt. Sterling students only, more details to follow.
July 13-17, attend Facebook Live at 1 p.m. July 13 or 14.

Admitted students for Fall 2020 will need to sign up at www.moreheadstate.edu/soar for the week of their preferred SOAR
session. Once registration is complete, they will be emailed additional details.
MSU is demonstrating its Commitment to the Commonwealth through several initiatives designed to help students and families
during these unprecedented times. We are proud to announce that we are freezing tuition and fees at this year’s rates for the
upcoming academic year.
To learn more about the additional commitments we have made, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/commitment.
To learn more about SOAR at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/soar or contact the Office of First Year Programs
at fyp@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-5208.
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Two foals born at University Farm
Morehead State’s equine program is celebrating the success of its breeding program as two foals were recently
born at the Derrickson Agricultural Complex.
The foals, Pearl and Dottie, were the result of partnerships between MSU’s equine program and horse owners
and other collegiate breeding programs across the industry.
Potential Career Girl (Sadie), a bay owned by MSU, was bred in March of 2019 to NHF Peppy Spark (Sparky),
a stud owned by TC Performance Horses and a participant in the Ohio State University breeding program. Sadie
foaled a filly named Pearl, a palomino, on Saturday, March 7, 2020.
The program has also partnered with the Kenner family of Northern Kentucky to help foal out their mare,
Smarty Pants Lena (Lena). She foaled a filly named Dottie, a buckskin, on Monday, March 30, 2020. The
family has leased their mare and has donated the foal to MSU to provide new breeding program experiences for
students.
The goal of the program is to breed MSU Quarter Horse mares in hopes of producing several foals each year.
As part of MSU Professor of Equine Science Dr. Katie Kaufman’s Equine Breeding and Reproduction course,
they are in the process of breeding two broodmares to MSU stud horse Sebastian to foal out next spring.
“The excitement around this program and foaling annually is adding a dynamic to MSU Equine Sciences that
has not been offered in recent years,” said Kaufman. “The hands-on experiences that have been added are
driving countless educational opportunities for our students in equine science, animal science, veterinary
science and veterinary technology. We are proud to be part of building the foundation for our students entering
into equine careers.”
In addition to the mares and foals, MSU also has a stud, Notoriously BIG (Sebastian), a registered quarter horse
appendix, that was donated to the program last year by Dr. Kristin Kocsis. Sebastian’s sire, Living Large by
These Irons Are Hot, is a ten-time world champion in hunter under saddle. He will be available for private
breeding in the spring of 2021.
“This restoration of a breeding program at MSU is exciting for more than just the current faculty, staff and
students. It is a tribute to our legacy as one of the largest breeding programs in Eastern Kentucky during the
latter part of the 20th century,” MSU Equine Technician Randy Gauche said. “Morehead State University bred
and foaled hundreds of walking horse mares for owners all over the nation. We are proud to be getting back to
our roots.”

For more information on the breeding program, contact Kaufman at kkaufman@moreheadstate.edu or Gauche
at ragauche@moreheadstate.edu.
For more information on programs in MSU’s Department of Agricultural Sciences, visit
www.moreheadstate.edu/agriculture, email agsi@morheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2662.
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Celebration of Student Scholarship highlights academic achievement online
Morehead State University made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Celebration of Student Scholarship
that was scheduled for April 22 due to the COVID-19 situation. However, the hard work of MSU students will
still be recognized online.
Abstracts for student poster or oral presentations will be published online in ScholarWorks @ Morehead State, a
service of the Camden-Carroll Library. This documentation of their scholarly contribution, under Reports and
Publications, will serve as a verifiable citation of their work for professional purposes.
The deadline for submission of research abstracts, initially scheduled for March 16, was extended to April 6 to
allow more students to participate. Dr. Michael Henson, associate provost for research and dean of the Graduate
School, said there were 163 student submissions. These submissions will be published on ScholarWorks next
month.
“Although we are disappointed that the COVID-19 crisis has necessitated the cancellation of an in-person 2020
Celebration, we look forward to working with our colleagues in the Camden-Carroll Library to ensure an online
repository for our students’ valued work in ScholarWorks,” Henson said.
To view student work from the 2020 Celebration of Student Scholarship and past student research,
visit scholarworks.moreheadstate.edu/ors_reports_publications.
For more information on undergraduate research at MSU, students should first contact their professors, advisor,
department chair and/or college dean for advice on obtaining a faculty mentor in their discipline or
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/undergraduateresearch.
To learn more about MSU’s Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, email Evan Prellberg, coordinator for
undergraduate research, at eprellberg@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2010.
For a list of cancellations, closings and postponements, as well as MSU’s prevention procedures,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/coronavirus.
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Stokes Family Scholarship established
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Stokes Family Scholarship,
a fund to benefit Morehead State University students.
Paul R. Stokes (76) and Paula Y. Stokes (78) created the scholarship. Paula earned an associate, two bachelor’s
degrees and two master’s degrees, all from MSU. Following her public-school teaching career, she taught for
five years in the Volgenau College of Education. Paul earned his Bachelor of Business Administration from
MSU. Their children, Kevin, Matthew (07) and Anna (11), all attended MSU.
Paul and Paula recognize that cost can be an impediment for students, especially when there aren't financial
resources available. They want to help students when these expenses create an impediment to completing their
degree, continuing their education or securing employment.
"We recognize the roadblock test costs can be for the success of MSU students and are happy to do what we can
for the continued success of our students,” Paul said. “If family and friends of MSU want to assist current
students, University Development can and will help you create a vehicle to provide the assistance. Once an
Eagle, always an Eagle.”
The fund will be used for retention and degree completion with preference given to students who have a need
for assistance with the cost of academic testing. This testing fees could include tests necessary to remain a
student at MSU or to gain admission to graduate degree programs and for professional licensing. This could
include payment for ACT, GRE, LSAT, MSAT and obtaining a professional license such as the nursing
licensure test or the Praxis test.
Students in need of testing support should contact their advisor or a staff member from the Office of Advising
and Retention or the Testing Center at MSU.
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations
and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.
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MSU Career Services announces Experiential Education Award winners
Morehead State University’s Office of Career Services has announced the winners of its annual Experiential
Education Awards. The awards honor exceptional contributions to and investments in career development
through experiential education.
All students, employers and faculty engaged in experiential education – internships, co-ops, clinicals,
practicums and student-teaching – during 2019 were eligible for nomination. The awards are given to a student,
an employer and a faculty member.
“Career Services is excited to be able to recognize excellent faculty supervisors and employers who make these
experiential education opportunities available to our students. The students deserve recognition as well, as they
are making an impact for these employers,” said Megan Boone, director of career services. “Internships are
important for student success and we look forward to continuing to partner with employers to offer these types
of experiences for our students.”
The Morehead State University Student Intern of the Year Award was given to Shawna Morrow, a senior
accounting major from Huntington, West Virginia. She served as an intern with the MSU Foundation.
“Her abilities to learn and adapt quickly enabled us to rely on her to complete assigned tasks independently and
accurately, freeing up our time to focus on higher-level issues and projects,” said Sharon Fraley, Morrow’s
supervisor and director of finance for the Office of University Advancement.
The Rowan County Attorney’s office, located in Morehead, received the Morehead State University Internship
Employer of the Year Award. Rowan County Attorney Cecil Watkins (95), an MSU alumnus, and his staff
provide a valuable professional learning experience for MSU students through hands-on experience with a
variety of legal processes. Many MSU interns are employed as paralegals and attorneys, some of which are later
hired by The Rowan County Attorney’s office.
The Morehead State University Faculty Supervisor of the Year Award was awarded to Dr. Steve Chen,
professor of sports management in the School of Business Administration, for his dedication in assisting
students in learning about internships and ensuring class work complemented the student’s internship. His
efforts in connecting students with internship employers and focusing on student success exemplify the
dedication of many of our faculty.
“Dr. Chen wants every one of his students to succeed. If any student struggled with a topic, Dr. Chen would do
whatever was necessary to ensure the student understood,” said Chris Hensley (19), a former student of Chen’s
who graduated with a bachelor’s degree in sport management. Originally from Hodgenville, he is a finance

specialist with Kentucky-based Fitzpatrick Furniture and previously interned with University of Kentucky
Athletics.
“Dr. Chen worked with me weekly leading up to my internship and would share opportunities around the
country to gauge my interest. He would use every avenue possible to ensure I was in a safe and learningcentered environment for my internship.”
For more information about MSU Career Services, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/career,
email careerservices@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2233.
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Rocky Burke Scholarship established
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Rocky Burke Scholarship, a fund to
benefit Morehead State University students. The scholarship’s first recipient is Cameron Hinton from Flemingsburg.
“This scholarship has helped me dramatically," said Hinton. “I am thankful to not have to worry as much about student
loans.”
The scholarship was established by MSU alumnus Rocky Burke (77). A native of Fleming County, he graduated from
Fleming County High School in 1973 and later graduated from MSU in 1977. Burke went on to serve in the United States
Air Force, retiring at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 2008. In addition to his Air Force career, he worked in the public
transit industry, managing bus systems for various municipalities. Most notably, he served as the general manager of the
public transit system in Lexington. Burke is the son of the late James H. Burke and Margaret Ann Riley, both of Fleming
County. He has three children, Skip, Jared and Allison. He is retired and lives with his wife, Barbara, in Sarasota,
Florida.
“Growing up in Flemingsburg, my mother encouraged me to venture out of the area for college. But I chose MSU and I
have never regretted my decision. I have been a proud Eagle since I was there as a student in the '70s and I am proud to
have had the opportunity to serve on the Alumni Board," Burke said. "A lot has changed on campus since my time as a
student, but one thing remains the same: donations are important and make scholarships possible. No matter the donation
size, $10 or $10,000, it helps future Eagles. I am thankful to be able to give a little and fund a scholarship for a student
from Fleming County. I hope it helps.”
Scholarship recipients must be full-time undergraduate students with a minimum GPA of 2.5 and an incoming freshman
who graduated from Fleming County High School. If a Fleming County recipient is not eligible, preference will be given
to a member of the Delta Tau Delta Fraternity who meets the academic criteria. The scholarship is a one-time award and
is non-renewable.
Students interested in applying to this scholarship, along with other privately funded scholarships managed by the MSU
Foundation, should visit the online scholarship application at morehedstate.awardspring.com.
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and
Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.
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Nurses with ties to MSU at epicenter of pandemic
With more than 160,000 confirmed cases, New York City has become the epicenter of the U.S. outbreak of the
coronavirus (COVID-19). Medical professionals from across the nation have gone to the city to offer support to
its exhausted healthcare workers, and two nurses connected to Morehead State are among those who’ve traveled
to New York to lend a hand.
Tim Smallwood is a student in MSU’s Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) program who will graduate in
December. Smallwood is working at Brooklyn’s Maimonides Medical Center. Smallwood said he wanted to
work in New York because he wanted to be of use in the place he was needed the most. He contacted a medical
staffing agency and was able to get the job at Maimonides.
“I reached out to see where the biggest need was,” said Smallwood. “The way the media was going on about all
the cases and the nurses being overwhelmed, I wanted to help.”
Smallwood said he’s learning a lot while serving patients in Brooklyn, but one of the greatest lessons he’s
learning is to be a good patient advocate, working with doctors and other medical professionals to provide
compassionate care for patients. He said it’s challenging work because he must wear personal protective
equipment (PPE) and the treatment protocol for COVID-19 patients is new. He said the work takes an
emotional toll because patients must be so isolated.
“It’s a sad situation because there’s no family there for the patients,” he said.
In terms of his safety, Smallwood said he’s aware of the risks but is taking all the precautions he can to keep
himself safe.
“I do have concerns because I know the virus doesn’t discriminate,” he said. “Right now, I know I’m healthy,
and those people need me. They need people there to give them the treatment and care they deserve.”
Across the East River, Jessica Glinski-Elliott is working at New York Health + Hospital/Coler on Roosevelt
Island, a nursing home that was renovated to treat COVID-19 patients who are recovering and have been taken
off ventilators. She graduated from MSU’s Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) pre-licensure program in
2012 and is a doctoral nursing student at Valparaiso University. Before the pandemic, she was an oncology
nurse at Porter Regional Hospital in her hometown of Valparaiso, Indiana.

Glinski-Elliott said she decided to go to New York to help after talking to a friend who had been recruited to
work in New York by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
“It was an opportunity for me to come here and help,” she said. “We’re all transplants, the workers who came
here to help are from all different states. This is something I really wanted to do.”
Glinski-Elliott said that although the patients she works with are improving, they still have COVID-19 and are
still contagious, and therefore must be isolated. Patients are assigned four to a room in the facility where she
works, and there are no televisions or comfort features, making isolation even more difficult for patients.
“It’s really sad because they are unable to talk with their families,” Glinski-Elliott said. “They’re just people at
the end of the day, and they’re lonely and they need help. I see them getting better and hopefully, the next step
for them is getting discharged to go home.”
Like all hospitals, the facility where Glinski-Elliott works is short on PPE supplies and other essential
equipment. She said this has caused her to realize how much modern nursing relies on technology and added
that the current situation requires nurses to think outside the box to make the most of what they have to treat
patients.
“Every day is a new challenge to overcome, and I feel like I’m growing as a nurse,” she said.
For more information about nursing programs at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/nursing, email
nursingdept@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2296.
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College of Business and Technology names academic award recipients
Morehead State’s Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology is honoring student achievement by
announcing the winners of its annual academic awards. One graduating senior student from each major in the
School of Business Administration and the School of Engineering and Computer Science is recognized each
school year for outstanding academic achievement.
Honorees from the School of Business Administration are:









Kassidy M. Childers from Pikeville, outstanding accounting student.
Cory P. Conway from Noblesville, Indiana, outstanding sport management student.
Raven E. Little from West Liberty, outstanding small business management and entrepreneurship student.
Olivia L. Lohmeier from Cincinnati, Ohio, outstanding computer information systems student.
Porsche D. Maness from Means, outstanding general business student.
Karly G. Potts from Ephrata, Pennsylvania, outstanding management student.
Samantha E. Webb from Morehead, outstanding finance student.
Dolly Mahayla West from Paris, outstanding marketing student.

Graduate student award winners were:



David Halcomb from Lexington, outstanding Master of Business Administration graduate.
Alexis R. Smith from Williamsport, Indiana, outstanding Master of Arts in sport management graduate.

Honorees from the School of Engineering and Computer Science are:








Nasser M. Alkhaldi, a resident of Morehead, outstanding mechanical and manufacturing engineering
technology student.
Brenton C. Anderson from Morehead, outstanding electronics and computer engineering technology
student.
Montana B. Cheek from West Liberty, outstanding engineering management student.
Craigory V. Coppola from Danville, outstanding computer science student.
Jesse J. Holbrook from Olive Hill, outstanding construction management and civil engineering
technology student.
Alberta L. Manning from Ashland, outstanding technology management student.
Eddie E. Shelton from Hi Hat, outstanding career and technical education student.



Steven M. Todd from Mount Sterling, outstanding engineering and technology management
undergraduate researcher and best fall 2019 senior thesis.

Graduate Student Honorees are:



Michael R. Chambers from Lexington, outstanding Master of Science in Career and Technical Education
graduate student.
Richards A. Phillips from Morehead, outstanding Master of Science in Engineering and Technology
Management graduate student.

For more information about programs in MSU’s Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cbt, email cbt@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2174.
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MSU Student Government Association announces new officers
Morehead State University’s Student Government Association (SGA) has announced the names
of the newly elected SGA Executive Board for the 2020-21 academic year.
“SGA Executive Officers play a critical role in student advocacy on campus and I am always
excited to begin a new term with new officers,” said Shannon Colvin, associate director of
student activities.
SGA Executive Officers for 2020-21 are:
President: Emily Wiley
Wiley is an agriculture business major from London, Kentucky. She previously served as a
freshman senator and vice president of administration on the SGA Executive Board. She was
named the 2018-19 Emerging Leader and Senator of the Year. She also serves as a resident
advisor (RA) and is on the Panhellenic Judicial Board. Wiley is a member of Delta Zeta Sorority,
Delta Tau Alpha and Student Alumni Ambassadors.
Executive Vice President: Bryce Ward
Ward is an accounting major from Hurricane, West Virginia. He has previously served as an
SGA senator for 2019-20. He is a member of the MSU Rifle Team and is involved in the Baptist
Campus Ministry.
Vice President of Administration: Gaige Webb
Webb is a biomedical science major from Morehead. He currently holds the position of vice
president of communication for Sigma Phi Epsilon and is a member of the Baptist Campus
Ministry. Webb also serves as a Greek Week delegate and Interfraternity Council (IFC) alternate
delegate.
Vice President of Finance: Ethan Wells
Wells is a biomedical science major from Pikeville, Kentucky. He has previously served as an
SGA senator and held the position of chief of staff for 2019-20. He serves as an RA and is a
member of Student Alumni Ambassadors. Wells also served as a member of the Midnight in the
Mountains committee.
Vice President of Campus Involvement: Kassidy Clatworthy

Clatworthy is a political science major from McDowell, Kentucky. She has served as an SGA
senator as a freshmen representative and is a member of Gamma Phi Beta Sorority.
Vice President of Public Relations: Emma Li Mathews
Mathews is a biomedical science major from Morehead. She has served as an SGA senator and is
returning to her previous role as vice president of public relations for 2020-21. She is involved in
Kappa Delta Sorority.
To learn more about SGA, call 606-783-2071, email sga@moreheadstate.edu or
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/sga.

